
Your accent isn’t a fault. It’s not a mistake. It’s information, and it tells the person you’re

talking to a bit about where you’re from. And to be honest, most people find that quite

charming. No one said we all had to sound like native speakers.

1
Accent and pronunciation aren’t the same thing
Pronunciation is which sound the letters actually make, and getting that wrong can

leave you saying a different word altogether. Your accent is everything else you bring to

those sounds. That first one is worth some work. The rest of it you can leave exactly as it

is.

2
Copy the tune of the language

Think about where the stress in a sentence happens, and how your voice rises and falls.

I always find that if the tune is right, people follow you even when the sounds aren’t

quite perfect. And if the tune is wrong, perfect vowels won’t rescue you.

3
Hear as many voices as you can

Podcasts, videos, TV, films, whatever you can get hold of. And you don’t need to

understand it all. The more voices you’ve heard, the less any single one of them can

throw you.
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You don’t need to lose your accent
Three things worth working on instead, and why there’s no such thing as

a perfect accent anyway.

Next time you’re listening to something in the language, try listening to the tune of

it for a minute rather than the words. Then say a sentence back with the same tune,

even if you’re making the words up as you go. It might feel a bit odd the first few

times, but I can confirm it works.

TRY IT  THIS  WEEK
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How can your accent be perfect if there’s no such thing as a perfect accent?


